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A Monthly CSSGC Meeting Notice and Tubercles of Interest

Meeting Notice For >>>

November 12t 2025
7PM -9 PM
Social hour 6:30-7:30
Program 7:30-8:30
Show & Tell 8:30-9:00

Meeting Location:
River Forest Community Center

8020 Madison St, River Forest

>> Zoom Meeting Link <<
Please note that we are unsure
of wifi accessibility for this
meeting

More information at
http://www.cssgc.org

Time for our November meeting
and Autumn is in its beautiful full
swing. It’s a season of transition
and change. Days are drastically
shorter! Leaves are changing
color. Temperatures are
dropping. Typically, each
November is supposed to
be our election month.
However, without
candidates, there cannot
be an election. Instead,

we call it our appeal for
Volunteers. Typically, a club such

as ours is registered with the
state it resides in and, as such a
club, it is required to have a full
board of members who help to
run various aspects of the club.
We are running a bit short on
board members and are
requesting that people step up
to fill many roles that, up to now,
have been filled by two or three
people. If we can distribute the

November - time for change!

roles more equitably, however,
tasks can get done a lot more
efficiently and we can get even
more events planned and the
club can operate more smoothly.
I will list the board member
o d openings in this
newsletter. Please
consider taking on one
of the roles. The
commitment lasts a
year. Unless you run

for president....
You can even nominate yourself

or someone else for any role that
is taken right now..such as
president. Just let us know at the
meeting.

Another change, which we will
discuss, is that of our meeting
place. | was just informed that
we will have to find a new place
to meet as of January 2026.
More on that to come.
Meanwhile, read on for more....


http://www.cssgc.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87326339245?pwd=U1BodjA5bUdCTFBmbDJQVS96eUtsQT09

Future: December 10" 2025
Annual Holiday Shindig!!

Present: November 12th, 2025
Plants from a Sifaka’s Perspective
Plant's Role in Lemur Adaptations

Meeting Programs >>>
Past: October 8th, 2025

Stapeliads!

Last month we were treated to
another great talk by member
Vito Valero as he spoke about
plants in the Stapeliad group
of succulents including the
species Stapelia, Orbea,
Huernia, and Edithcolea. In
addition, he and other
members brought in plants of
those very species for our
enjoyment.

Furthermore, 20 members
chose to join the excursion to
Mitchell Domes Conservatory
in Milwaukee, WI. We will
share photos and talk about
the visit another time. It was a
beautiful day and a lovely
place filled with glorious
plants.

Meetings: Show & Tell

Club business: volunteering for
board member positions and a
new issue — relocation of our
meeting place. Our top
consideration is Garfield Park
Conservatory. If others have
ideas, please bring them for
consideration.

is our
JLELE , who
lived in Madgascar while
working on her graduate
thesis involving Lemurs —
specifically, the critically
endangered diademed
sifaka (Propithecus diadema)
in high altitude rainforest
which included some
succulents. Haven’t you
wondered how yummy
succulents can be?

We are already highlighting
our end of the year meeting
which is our annual holiday
party. This meeting is just
that, a party! The party
includes food, presents, and
fun! We request that
members contribute a side
dish, dessert or beverage of
their choosing. The club will
provide pizzas and salads. We
hold a plant related bring a
gift/take a gift exchange. This
year we will open up sales
tables for members to sell
plants or plant-related items
and more details to follow!

Do you have any plants which originated in Madagascar especially tropical succulents or Euphorbia
cylindrica? Bring them along as they will be a great accompaniment to our guest speaker’s topic.

Dy deciduous foresis:
- Maximum temperature: 30°-
33°C

- Mean annual precipitation:
1000-1500 mm

- Mean elevation: 600 m

- Presence of limetsone and
friable rocks called

uTsingy »

Mangroves:

- Range precipitation: 350-
2000 mm

- Salinity rate: 31.8-35.2%

- Marine marshland ecosystem

Succulent woodlands:

- Maximum temperatre: 25°-
e

= Mean annual precipitation:
575-1330 mm

- Max elevation: 800 m

- Domain of succulent xeric
adapted plants

Spiny thickets:

- Max temperature: 30°-33°C

- Max precipitation: 500 mm

- Range of elevation: 55-200 m
- Also called « Spiny desert »

Lewlapd forests;
- Mean temperature: 26°C
= Mean annual precipitation:

over 2000 m

- Maximum elevation: up to
800 m

Ericoid thickets:

- Range of temperature: -11°C
to 30°C

- Mean annual precipitation:
2500 mm

- Located on the top of four
mountains (1800 m) :
Tsaratanana, Marojejy,
Ankaratra, Andringitra

Subhumid forests:
- Temperature: 15°.25°C
= Mean annual precipitation:

1500 mm
- Minimum elevation: 600 m




Show & Tell: October Meeting >>>

Mike C showed us some oddities and mysteries. First he showed Mike also brought in a Pachypodium
his easiest plant collection to grow — glass succulents! rosulatum which was dormant for 10 years
and now has pushed out 2 leaves!

This Euphorbia is difficult for Mike to identify And this Euphorbia hybrid is presenting
and could be some monstrose form. Mike with interesting green and red bracts

Mel shared his purchase
inspired by the theme of
Stapeliads. He bought the
plants from Etsy.




Show & Tell: October Meeting >>>

Vito’'s Show & Tell featured plants that lead directly into his talk. Here are a number of
photos without the identification. With apologies.

w ‘F‘Q“

Huernia pillansii

Huernia

Huernia zebrina

Huernia schneideriana

Huernia kennedyanaai

Huernia pillansii

¥ Christing Vasilakis

Ceropegia woodii

EdithCO’ea Edithcolea grandis
(monotypic)

Stapelia grandiflora or
gigantea




ROleS tO FI” Cactus and succulent societies are typically lead by a set of officers and a board of
directors consisting of chairpersons of various specialized committees.

Our society is very thin on folks filling these roles, yet the roles are very important to the running of the club.
Please consider fulfilling one of the roles. The more roles that are filled, the more that we can achieve and grow.
For example, we need a show committee to facilitate a show at the Garfield Park Conservatory.

With this in mind, please read the roles listed and we will discuss nominations whether of yourself or someone
else who you believe will be an idea candidate for that role. Roles will be renewed annually at the November
meeting. If you have been serving in a position, please let us know if you wish to renew.

Executive Officers: If anyone is interesting in serving as President, Vice President or Treasurer, let us
know. We are in need or a Secretary who will be responsible for keeping minutes of meetings and track the
show and tell images and contribute to the newsletter. The secretary will help monitor and reply to emails
to the club contact email.

1. Programs Chair
Duties: Assist in finding content for meetings including engaging speakers for presentations. Help keep
track of topics we have presented, topics worth repeating.

2. Social Media Chair
Duties: Helps coordinate Facebook, Instagram, Website materials so that they are all updated periodically.
Helps create and distribute club promo materials. This person helps coordinate the social media committee
so info and messages are consistent and accurate.

4, Membership Chair
Keeps track of membership status in the database —adds new members, members who have or have not
renewed. Responsible for ensuring membership forms are filled out when someone joins the club and that
they get their membership card and name tag. Keeps track of name tags and collects new and continuing
dues. Create and distributes a membership directory for each meeting — either paper or digital as people
request.

5. Hospitality Chair
Works with membership chair and welcomes and introduces new members or guests to our meetings.
Makes sure that new members get a plant at the next meeting after they join. Helps with meeting setup.
Ensures that presenters have all their requirements met for the meeting. Recruit and manage volunteers
for public events such as our shows and the auctions.

6. Tech Assistant This person assists with setting up and monitoring the ZOOM portion of our meetings. They
also will help set up the screen and other hardware associated with presenting our meetings virtually and
ensuring that the tech works until the end of the meeting. This person will also ensure that any questions
or comments made virtually are handled during the meeting.

7. Show Chair: this person will assist President in getting the participant list for the shows during the
summer. Other duties include helping set up the show, helping coordinate the show on a daily basis and,
helping with communications and any other show related planning. Also helps to convene a committee for
planning show details.

8. Publicity Chair: makes sure all our publicity information is coordinated in our social media and reaches out
to media outlets to advertise club events. Can be combined with affiliate contact role.

9. Historian: This person will document and maintain the story of the CSSGC from its beginnings to now.




News/Items of Interest >>>

Links: Share your favorites

Learn more about Madagascar’s conservation crisis:

Status of deforestation of Madagascar

Madagascar Conservation Programs

Conservation status of some commercialized succulent species of Madagascar
Lemur Conservation Network

Mitchell Domes information
Urban spelunking: A close-up look at the issues facing the Mitchell Park Domes

All About Monarch Butterflies & Milkweeds —approx. 30 min video

First classification of cacti based mainly (although not only) on molecular genetics--Heresy!! Buy it here

Gift giving just got
easier! For just under 5
Euros, you can give a
refrigerator magnet
succulent to loved ones
or fill up your
refrigerator door!
Collect all the genera !l
As seen in Spain!

Show Calendar/Events

2025 —December 10 CSSGC Holiday Party! Gift exchange is bring a gift, get a
gift, bring 2, get 2, etc. Put a hint on the gift that may or may not help the chooser make
their choice! Club will provide pizza and salads, plates, utensils and cups so please bring
drinks, dessert items or anything you would like to share. We have some game
suggestions but bring on more otherwise it will be — pin the cladode on the Opuntia, or
perhaps just get pinned by the Opuntia! Make sure to don your most celebratory cactus
or succulent-wear!

2026 CSSGC Annual Show and Sale is July 18-19t"
Sat & Sun: 10 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. Set-up is Friday, July 17"

CSSGC Meeting
Schedule 2025

January 8
February 12
March 12t
April 9"

May 14

June 11t

July 9t

August 13
September 10t
October 8t
November 12t
December 10"



https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2351989423000240
https://lemur.duke.edu/protect/overview-madagascar-conservation-programs/
http://www.vahatra.mg/volume5/mn05_04.pdf
https://www.lemurconservationnetwork.org/
https://onmilwaukee.com/articles/county-parks-domes-tour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKqe-4ORhVo
https://cactus-aventures.com/taxonomyofthecactaceae.html

Meetings around the Internet /World

Clubs with Zoom meetings. Please contact@cssqc.orq if you
know of others that we can add to this list

Cactus & Succulent Society of America

Date: November 18, 2025

British Cactus & Succulent
Society

Time: 10AM Pacific Time (California) Date: October 14, 2025

Topic:Pre-Contact Agaves in the Southwestern

Time: 7:30 BST (British Standard Time)

United States

Topic: My Scottish Greenhouse — Part 2
with Brian McDonough

link to check their schedule and watch past webinars.

Zoom talk List

Henry Shaw Cactus & Succulent Society

Date: November 9, 2025

Time: 1:00 CST (program begins at 2:00)
Topic: The Ins and Outs of Succulents

https://hscactus.org/events/next-meeting/

+

Please contribute by emailing contact@cssgc.org

Our members are very
knowledgeable, talented,
and/or have a wonderful eye
for staging plants and
expressing themselves with
their plants. We want to hear
from you! Please contribute
any length article about a
plant related piece that
inspires or interests you.

Meeting Food Policy: Anyone interested can bring food and drink to share. The policy of
the building is that they do not contain nuts. Also, if you contribute food or drink, please

help us clean it up and take home leftovers. Thank you!

CSSGC Zoom Link

November meeting

Furthermore, if you have photos >> Zoom Meeting Link <<
of your plants or plants

encountered on a trip, please
contribute them to be part of the
newsletter. Collaborative
contributions enrich this
communication and adds unique
character from our experiences
as Midwest succulent growers



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87326339245?pwd=U1BodjA5bUdCTFBmbDJQVS96eUtsQT09
mailto:contact@cssgc.org
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/2025/10/23/webinar-pre-contact-agaves-in-the-southwestern-united-states/
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/2025/10/23/webinar-pre-contact-agaves-in-the-southwestern-united-states/
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/category/events/webinars/
https://hscactus.org/events/next-meeting/
https://bcss.org.uk/my-scottish-greenhouse-part-2-with-brian-mcdonough/
https://bcss.org.uk/my-scottish-greenhouse-part-2-with-brian-mcdonough/
https://bcss.org.uk/online-zoom-talks/
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